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FIRST RECORD OF CTENOPHORE COEWPtANA
{HENTHOPLANA} METEOR1S (TMIEL, 1968) FROM
AUSTRALIA.

'

. tuiatnJ Museum 33/ /J;

$3:- There are only tWO recwdfi ol bcnlhicetenophores
1

.. pf piatycrcnida) from Australian waters:

CoeiopUina sp. and r. uf H7//6W Abbott. ls>07 (Stephenson e!

a] I931-, Smlih & Plain I

"'
i record here a third sp

;:lanniHeiUhopiotivi)mr(rori\ (TOfil, 1968), prevl)

. omaHa, east ^'"?o 2'N. 50°20-2'6)

(Thiel, 1968) and NW Madagascar CI3"24*4&--I ; IS L5"S

47°48'5i)-iK^o in
1

l> (FricKc ft Piunic, 197!) The
specimens were collecied while divnv: at 12-1 3m depth in

Ploncei BavO.pheuslslanif Nl.' |(tl -

specimens were preserved (Queensland Musem
I ho following description isbaseti

;

imal

in which taxonomic tcut.ua-:; are clearest

The animals were living free on terrigenous muddy-sand

The\ had a mi i
- ihcbixly profit) i I red tentacular

horns (sec lhit-1. 1968. figs 1,2; Frfclte& Rfente, !V7i pLlj.

The aboral surface was covered by .i ycilowish-whiie reticu-

late pattern, Una red pigment occurred on the aboi

above the meridional canals, around ihe remade sheaths and

marginal ampoules One live specimen, v hen expanded Oil

measured io : 3 J mm The preserved specimen

nil- 8x lu and Ifi < tbmm.

The api i di gan had four polar fields, which v.ctr multiply

branched (see Fricke & Plana, 1971, Rg - ' • did

tioUamlraci. ho-

,

, >ho>:e authors

Ttenl h i i
* nh n prim aid KhrJHa.

They EXlCTldedVroni beneath the lip yf the leiitacul.tr h.Tii
; ,:...

ernng or ilie tentacle sheath was oral

The preserved specimens arc folded alone Hie tChtflCUUl

axis a feint crease runs along the oral surface from the .

.1 horns. Hut no oral groove an
i

lappets were seen.

The following description or 'he gastros iscola • sieni

uses the terms of Thiol (1968). Radial canals gave t

either side to 2 pairs of adradial canals that led directly to the

meridional canals. There were .i-4 digitate to IlilhJ

papillae ovei paeh of 'he meridional tanals, A pan* of subpar-

allel tentacular canals ran on cither >ide > ij the lenlacle sheath.

' beyond !he duta! adradial canals. Tlic peripheral gft!

rovas .,. : inched dii hotomn i

irfc, besl developed tin he oral sut t\

Cydippid larvae were Found to meridional canal

specimens were collected in January ). Peripheral sacs wei i

ected by a transparent mtv to wntn i ia] !><> re- These seem

lube testicular a.nfKiuks (sec ioeke & ftantC 1,1'

Body profile noi teniae le shenih openings

and variable Abantf papillae arc consistent with Yaihcula

Rankin, 1956 and some species a .....ualevsky,

1880 as dell aedbv recite (1970), Harbison A Marlin(l982)

and Rankin i 1956). However. I did nol ^ee the oral lappets,

oral groove; spherical vusjelc of the gastrnv aseuhw system or

additional : ol the tenlaculai kheoth that charao
tcrt/e 1

I a, i iti rnhti i -p. i- -
i

i

i I , iy/70j,

three have asctdar system similar w that in mj
specimens: Cpt'nch Daws ilr.il

, 1938, C mi&niil D ft

i

i

I m«< . Thii i 196S (Thicl. I&6K: FrL
'

plante 1970. AH were reported i I
,,., ,m/, m

the plankton, C ftrritn on rock.', and !«ilgK35S, I

Qn SOfl-SDdimetit); The present speciuiefis dittei from I tnfS

ftili and C. nerrieri (Dawydol'l; lO^Ka.b) in body profile,

position of openings ofthe tentacle sheath and testes. eOloUT

pattern, structure Of the apical organ anil aboral papillae. They

conform well with C meieoris in (I) the free-living habit on

sott-sedmieni. (2) hiel' besjy profile with tentacular horns. (3)

Oral Opening* Of (lie tentacle sheath, i4i distinctive apical

"i polar fields. (5) H-iii;ici]i:n canals bifurcating

id Ihe distal adradial canals (6] colour pattern. i~i :

aboral papillae, and (8) marginal poscti

:* m isc known only
I

i na (Dipith

i

..-
t

: iicke (V Planb I" '

I

;

i
i

" alures

!0 distinctive lhat Briekfi &1
suh^enu^. BeflthoplciHif, for !

'

'T"hb. rtcordcoiisidcrably c.tciids !he ranv '
"

Fricke & piadtC I l°71) showed it can be ahuiidant (up to

64/nr).Thc
|

mi it) i published records probably icllc

tack tii direct observations in sofl sediment habitat.

Specimens were collected during n study ^n sofl-sedimenl

epibenthos with Dr R.A. Binles (James Cook University),

funded by an Australian Marine Sciences and TecholoL ,

H A. Birtles and C Wallace ia ihejr com-

ments.
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